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OAN REBELLION HEREAFTER BE PREVENTED? 

It must be, or we are doomed, sooner or later, to inevi- 
table and irretrievable ruin. How many rebellions like the 
one just passed could our republic survive? Perhaps not 
one; but if it could outlive another, it would probably be 
in a condition little better than utter dismemberment. 

By what means, then, is such a fate to be averted? 
Nearly every one among us seems to think it can be, 
and will be; but how? We have little confidence in the 
safeguards on which most persons seem to rely. 

Can the memory of what we have already suffered, suffice 
for this purpose ? All history shows how soon such lessons 
are forgotten. 8c iree a month had passed after the over- 
throw of the late rebellion, before its abettors began to talk 
of trying their hand again at the same bloody game ; and 
with the principles long prevalent at the South, we must 
always be liable to a periodical return of like evils. 

Can rebellion, then, be forestalled by timely concessions 
to malcontents ? Alas! " Leviathan is not so tamed." For 
more than fifty years we tried such a policy of indulgence ; 
and what was the result? It did little more than lure and 
pave the way for demands incompatible with our existence 
as a free people, and ended in scattering over nearly half 
our immense territory the dragons' teeth of a most gigantic 
rebellion. 

Shall we, then, trust to the safeguards of law? Of 
these, perhaps the wisest and strongest possible, we had, 
as we still have, a great abundance ; but in the crisis of 
our peril, of what avail were they all ? Over all these pro- 
visions of confessedly " the best government tho sun ever 
shone upon," rebellion, bold, defiant and reckless, rushed, 
sword in hand, trampling them down as mire under its 
feet, or sweeping them away like chaff before the wind. 

Shall we, then, look for safety to a better enforcement of 
our laws? We might, indeed, with some hope if we could 
make sure of their being properly executed at the nick of 
time requisite for the purpose. Just here is the rub. We 
have laws specific and stringent enough; but in a state of 
public opinion rebelliously inclined, or in the hands of ex- 
ecutive officers sympathizing with incipient rebellion, they 
are of little or no avail, perhaps worse than nothing by 
lulling the people to sleep in a fatal security. 

But, perhaps, you would expect sure shelter under 
ample, constant military preparations against rebellion. 



This will be found the most deceptive and suicidal of all 
reliances under such a government as ours. Our people 
are all armed, or may be, to the very teeth, ready alike, as 
they may be inclined, either to support or resist, to defend 
or overthrow the government. It was just this that gave 
our rebel leaders hope of speedy and decisive success ; and 
without such preparation of the South, we doubt rauoh 
whether they would ever have attempted their vast re- 
bellion. 

As a last resort, then, shall we rely on the gospel as a 
safeguard ? Rightly understood and applied, as it was by 
the early Christians, and now by all thorough, consistent 
peace men like Quakers and Moravians, it certainly would 
be the best possible preventive of rebellion in every form 
and for any purpose. But such are not the views of Chris- 
tianity current at the South or the North, or in any part 
of Christendom, and hence they oan furnish no sure anti- 
dote anywhere against rebellion. Least of all at the South ; 
for the gospel became there from- the start an ally, if not an 
instigator of rebellion. Even Christian ministers were 
among its abettors ; and we fear that they are now in heart 
among the most incurable of our ex-rebels, and with their 
present views as likely as almost any other class there to 
infuse hereafter into Southern minds the virus of a fatal 
disloyalty. 

Yet there is, or may be, a sure antidote to all rebellion. 
Let men everywhere be trained aright in the peaceful prin- 
ciples of the gospel, and we shall hear of no more rebel- 
lions. There may be dissatisfaction with government, pro- 
tests and struggles against its alleged wrongs, strong and 
persistent, yet only peaceful efforts to ohange its principles 
or its policy, but never any violent resistance of its author- 
ity, which alone constitutes rebellion. 



English Treatment or Rebels in India.— The upris- 
ing of the natives of India in 1867 against their British 
rulers, though called a revolt or mutiny, was as truly a rebel- 
lion as that of our slave-holders against our own government ; 
but how differently were they treated from our rebels! 

" History shudders at the recollection of the terrible ' Span- 
ish fury' which desolated Antwerp in the days of William the 
Silent ; but in India the ' English fury ' was more terrible 
still. With the grim determination and dogged pertinacity 
of their race, men went forth over the face of the land to shoot, 
and sabre, and hang, and blow from guns till the work should 
be accomplished. It was generally understood that no one 



